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MRS. SUSANNA WRIGHT. 


Character of Mrs. Susanna 
Wright, who died Sept. 12, 
1818, aged 77, relict of the 
late Rev. Phinehas Wright 
of Bolton. 

Divine providence appoints 
itas our duty to record the 
death of this eminent Christian. 
Her character may be exhibit- 
ed to uncommon advantage 
for the imitation of her sex. 
Its leading traits would reflect 
honour onall christians. . 

She possessed the qualities 
of. mind and heart, which 
formed her for an interesting 
and confidential acquaintance 
and friend. An _ improved 
understanding and a corrrect 
judgment, united with a social 
temper rendered her an object 
af respect and satisfaction in 
the circle of her friends. To 
these were added the sincerity, 

the candour, the freedom from 
Wisguise, the simplicity of 
manners, which strengthened 
her claims to general attention 
and confidence. She open- 
ed her mouth with wisdom, 
and in her tongue was the law 
of kindness.” 

She had always a mantle of 
charity in readiness to spread 
over involuntary errours of 
speech, judgment, and con- 
duct. It was at the same time 
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a prominent excellence, that 
she showed an independence, 
a decision, a marked abhor- 
rence in her expressions of 
detestation for duplicity and 
notorious wickedness. In this 
she has seldom been surpass- 
ed, and we could only consider 
it as lowing from a high sense 
of virtue and from conscious 
rectitude. 

She filled with honogr her 
station as the head of a family ; 
“ looked: well to the ways of 
her household ;” and mingled 
firmness with mildness and 
condescension in domestic 
government. 

She was “a lover of hospital- 
ity.” No visitants ever retir- 
ed from her presence and. 
habitation bat with a full belief 
that the professions of friend- 
ship she had uttered, and her 
tokens of solicitude for their 
welfare and happiness had , 
come from the heart. 

Her desire for the plain and 
unceremonious intercourse of 
ancient times with. her con- 
stitutional feelings of sympa- 
thy and kindness, happily fitted 
her for the offices of 
ne-ghbourhood. The people 
with whom she lived, long 
bear grateful and respectful 
testimeny te her affectionate 
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and unremitted concern for 
their state. Where are the 
prosperous, whose prosperity 
did not enliven her counte- 
nance, and diffuse joy through 
her soul! Where are the Sons 
and Daughters of affliction, 
vith whom she was not ready 
to weep! Jt is but a just trib- 
ute to those who shared her 
sympathy, to relate, that she 
unreservedly expressed her 
gratitude to heaven that her 
lot was cast, and that she was 
permitted to associate with 
christians, who were inclined 
to reciprocate acts of humanity 
and tenderness. 

All who had the privilege 
of being her wiffygsses were 
constrained to venerate her 
discretion, her exemplariness, 
her uniform display of the 
spirit of her religion in those 
scenes, which were exposed 

-to public observation. 

We are most to admire her 
character as a christian pro- 
fessor. Her religion gave 
the most solid proof that it was 
a pure stream from the foun- 
tain. It was a religion of the 
understanding, affections, and 
life. Of few disciples of Jesus 
can we with more justice say, 
She wasa cheerful Christian, 
Such were her ideas of God, 
of the Saviour, and of his Gos- 
pel, that she was alike preserv- 
ed from indifference and in- 
sensibility on the one hand, 
and from gloominess and su- 
perstition on the other. 

Her heart was warmed with 
charity. None ever heard 
from her lips an _ uwunacandid 
whisper against the sincere 
and humble of any denomina- 

tion of Christians. A liberality 
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of feeling and sentiment,which 
was the fruit of correct ideas 
of the merciful purpose of 
christianity, caused her - to 
mourn for the discords and 
alienations in the family of ' 
Christ. 

Her Bible was her best 
treasure and her constant com- 


panion. “She read therein 
by day, and meditated by 
night.” , 


From the tenour of her con- 
versation. and life ; from her 
outward respect for christian 
ordinances ; from her delight 
in the observance of them; 
and from the thoughts of her 
dependence on God and her 
obligation, which we have 
often heard, we have consol- 
ing evidence of her firm faith 
in the Son of God, and of the 
sincerity and constancy of her 
devotion. We may believe 
that in the prospect of death 
with the elevation of feeling 
and thought which the lan- 
guage implies, she gave utter- 
ance to her piety in that de- 
vout strain; “whom havel, 
O God, in heaven, but Thee, 
and there is none upon earth 
that I desire in comparison of 
Thee. My flesh and my heart 
faileth, but God. is the strength 
of my heart and my portion 
forever.’’ 

it is not our design to repre- 
sent this estimable christian as 
having no imperfections, but 
as one who had a governing 
sense of Ged and religion. 
When a disciple who had at- 
tained to such eminence in the 
school of her Master is no 
longer suffered to shed a lustre 
on religion by her example, 
it becometh us to bow with 














submission to the will of God. 
We have cause of gratitude for 
his goodness in allowing her 
to live long, in making the 
evening of her life honourable, 
and in enabling her. so to live 
as to die in the faith and hope 
of the gospel. We may even 
consider it an expression of 
mercy to her, that her remov- 
al took place at atime when 
she was useful, and had a re- 
maining capacity to communi- 
cate and to receive enjoyment. 

Having the remembrance of 
her character and the hopes of 
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religion, her friends cannpt 
want sufficient grounds of 
support and comfort. | : 
In this distinguished female 
were wonderfully . combined 
the virtues, which give dig- 
nity and worth to. her sex. 
Let it be the eniployment. of 
each surviving woman to sur- 
vey this portrait, that she may 
learn the course to the moral 
and religious eleyation and to 
the importance in society, for 
which a merciful providence 
has designed hey. 33 
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“Ir is my earnest wish and 
prayer, that bya more general 
cultivation of biblical criti- 
cism, the lover of the scrip- 
tures may better understand 
and more deeply admire them ; 
and that those who neglect a 
due examination of them, or 
who deny their authority may 
be convinced of their impor- 
_ tance, and may discover the 

signatures of truth stampt on 
them. My ardent love and 
admiration of these divine 
writings lead me to conclude 
that they cannot be seriously 
and carefully read without 
pleasure and conviction. I la- 
ment that they are impiously 
interdicted toa large body of 
Christians ; that they are so 
much disregarded, and of 
course misunderstood by the 
bulk of Protestants among 
ourselyes; that maby of our 
clergy, unmindful of the sol- 
emn engagement at their or- 
dination, do not devote their 
time to the study of them, and 


that while human learning i is 
making a rapid progress in its 
various branches, the religion 
of Christ is almost ¢very where 
overwhelmed by human form- 
ularies and systems. ©hrist- 


ianity can never have its free 


course among men of improv- 
ed understandings, and even 
among rational creatures in 
general, while gross misrepre- 
sentations of it are substituted 
in the place of the simple and 
perfect original.” 


The foregoing excellent 


paragraph was taken from the 


Preface to Archbishop New- 


come’s * Observations on our 
Lord ;** a book which we have, 
already recommended tothe 
perusal of our fellow christ- 
ians. The passage which we 
have transcribed expresses our 
own views and feelings in re- 
gard to the excellency of the 
scriptures, the importance of 


biblical criticism, and the evil 
of having the religion of Christ 
¢ overwhelmed with human 
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formulaties and systems,” or 
human liturgiés, creeds and 
confessions of faith. 

We are aware that some 
worthy persons, whose char- 
acters we have no inclination 
“to reproach, or depreciate, 
have been of opinion, that a 
confession of faith in the lan- 
guage of scripture is no defi- 
nite expression of the views 
of those who may adopt it; 
and that creeds of human com- 
posure are a more sure cri- 
terion of a man’s real senti- 
ments. But we have never 
had the pleasure of seeing a 
creed, or confession of faith, 
in the words of man’s wisdom 
in, which the Toceriiies of the 
gospel were expressed in a 
more definite or unambiguous 
. manner, than they may be stat- 
ed in the simple and unadulter- 
ated langyage of inspiration. 

We know indeed, that pas- 
sages. of scripture may be 
differently understood by dif- 
ferent persons, and that per- 
sons of yery contradictory 
sentiments may honestly sub- 
scribe to the same articles of 
faith, If stated in the language 
ofthe Bible. But this difficulty 
is not avoided by setting aside 
the language of scripture and 
substituting the language of 
fallible man. _ For it is a well 
known fact, that Persons of 
very difierent sentiments have 
mutually adopted the “ As- 
sembly’s Catechism”? as a con- 
fession of faith, and that the 
different persons explain par- 
ticular articles in that con- 
fession in a very different man- 
ner. Indeed it is doubted 
whether there be one passage 
of Scripture which has been 
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explained in a greater variety 


‘of senses, than some of the 


articles of that catechism. 

We have not mentioned the 
“ Assembly's Catechism” for 
the purpose of reproaching it, 
nor as singular in regard to its 
being understood in different 
senses; but because it has 
been one of the most popular 
confessions in our copntry, and 
most generally known. Other 
confessions are liable to the 
same objection—that they are 
very differently understood by 
those who assent to them. 
Such in fact is the diversity 
of opinion among those who 
adopt the same creed or con- 
fession, that their formal as- 
sent is evidence of little more 
than this, that they have pre- 
ferred a. popular confession of 
faith, in the words of fallible 
men, to a confession in the 
words of the Holy Spirit. 

When such a long confession 
of faith is adopted as that of 
the Westminster Assembly, 
or that of the Church of En- 
gland, it may reasonably be 
doubted, whether ane member 
in five hundred, understands 
each article according to the 
original intention of the com- 
pilers; and it may also be 
doubted whether so many as 
two in the five hundred agree 
in their views of each article. 
What important purpose, then, 
do such confessions answer 
excepting that of being Shid- 
boleths to distinguish one 
party of christians from anoth- 
er, and making a show of 
unanimity in sentiment, far 
beyond the true state of facts ? 

In most cases of adopting 
human confessions or systems, 








we may safely believe, that 
two thirds of the church mem- 
bers place their confidence in 
» the Pastor and some leading 
characters in. the church, and 
adopt the articles proposed 
by them qn the ground of this 
confidence. 

While we thus freely ex- 
press our opinion on the 
manner in which these con- 
fessions are admitted in 
churches, we are far from 
saying or believing, that such 
compendious . systems can be 
ofno use If they were em- 
ployed only as means of in- 
struction, like other writings 
of fallible men, they might be 
of real service, to christians. 
They might be viewed as ex- 
pressing the opinions of the 
compilers, and afford a variety 
of topics for profitable discus- 
sion, and thus be means of 
real improvement in knowl- 
edge. But whenthese human 
systems are made the standard 
of faith to the churches which 
adopt them, in such a sense 
that the members feel bound 
by them, they. are evidently a 
substitute for the BrnLe; and 
more or less of “ gross mis- 
representations of it, are sub- 
‘stituted in the place of the 
simple and perfect original.” 
‘The confession of faith will 
then be employed as a Ru/e 
by which particular passages 
in the Bible must be measured, 
and with which the words of 
inspiration must be compelled 
to accord. Instead of cor- 
recting the confession by the 
Bible, the Bible will be ex- 
plained by the confession of 
faith. Yea, so far as the 
churches feel bound by such 
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“human formularies and sys- 
tems,” those things, which 
ought to be used only as means 
of instruction, operate, asa 
real barrier to improvement. 
In respect to all the doc- 
trines contained in the con- 
fession, the, inquirer after 
truth is thus addressed by the 
adopted . system, “ Hitherto 
shalt thou come but no. far- 
ther ; here shall thy progress 
be stayed. i 

Such confessions regarded 
as standards of faith, not only 
check free enquiry, but ex- 
pose professors of religion to 
reproachful duplicity, or bitter 
contentions. In almost every 
community there are some 
minds that cannot submit to 
such fetters as “human sys- 
tems.”” They will prefer the 
Bible as a stan » and in- 
quire, whether the human sys- 
tem does agree with that 
standard or not. In most 
cases thorough inquify will 
first produce doudt and then 
dissent respecting some par- 
ticular Articles. The more 
popular the confession, the 
greater is the danger, that du- 
plicity, or contentions, will 
result froma person’s bting 
convinced that some of the 
articles are erroneous. Those 
who have not sufficient forti- 
tude to meet opposition and 
reproach, will be exposed to 
perpetual duplicity to conceal 
their dissent from the popular 
creed. But such as may be 
convinced that some articles 
in the confession are errone- 
ous, and have too much virtue, 
fortitude, and independence of 
mind, to expose themscl ves to 
a course of degrading duplici.- 
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ty, will avow their dissent ; 
and this avowal will ‘probably 
be followed by bitter animosi- 
ties; and bring on the dis- 
senters the most severe re- 
proaches. : 

Such are some of the natural 
consequences of admitting 
“human systems” as. binding 
‘on the consciences of church 
members.. In view of these 
things we cannot but recom- 
mend, that confessions of faith 
should be in the language 
which the Holy Spirit has dic- 
tated. This, it is presumed, 
would be no disadvantage as 
to unity in ecntiment, and it 
would be of great advantage as 
to wnity affection, which is 
a thing of the highest impor- 
tance. 

It may probably be objected, 
that many professors would not 
understand every article ofa 
confession of faith, if they 
were all in the language of 
Scripture. It is admitted that 
such would probably be the 
case; yet, in our opinjon, the 
language of Scripture is 

enerally far more simple and 
intelligible, than the language 
of “human systems.” But 
admitting, that as many church- 
members would give their as- 
sent to articles which they 
do not understand, in the 
one case as in the other, still 
there would be one very strik- 
ing difference in the two cases. 
By giving his assent to the 
language of Scripture, without 
aclear understanding of its 
import, the believer would 
onty express his confidence Nr 
God, and in the Scriptures as 
the word of God. But when 
he gives his assent toa “ hu- 
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man system” which he does 
not understand, he expresses 
his: confidence in man, and not 
in Gop or his vworp. If, then, 
it be more safe to trust in the 
Lord, and in the Scriptures 
asthe word of his grace, than 
to trust in man, and his word, 
it is more safe to assent to 
articles of faith in the language 
of inspiration, than io the lan- 
guage of uninspired men. 

We may add, if believers in 
Jesus’ subscribe to the words 
of inspiration with incorrect 
views of their import, and af- 
terwards, by advancing in 
knowledge, find reason ta 
change some of their opinions, 
they will have no occasion to 
alter the articles of their con- 
fession. The articles may 
stand from age to age, what- 
ever advances the church, or 
individuals, may make in theo- 
logical knowledge. But when 
human systems are substituted 
for the language of Scripture, 
neither the church, nor indi- 
vidual members, can make 
any considerable advances, 
without being exposed to the 
inconvenience of needing a 
corresponding change in the 
articles of their confession. 

It may probably be asked, 
what shall christians do, after 
having given their mutual as- 
sent to articles of faith in the 
language of scripture, if on 
comparing their ideas, it shall 
be found, that there is a real 
difference of opinion on some 
important articles? We frank- 
ly answer, Let each dg to his 
brother as he would that his 
brother should do to him. As 
each individual would reason- 
ably desire the spirit of love 





and forbearance to be exercis- 
ed towards himself, let« him 
do the same to each of his 
brethren. In this way they 
will keep the unity of the 
spirit in the bond of peace, and 
leave the work of judging the 
heart to him who has been or- 
dained of God for that pur- 
pose. But, consistently with 
this spirit of love and forbear- 
ance, each one may manifest 
concern for his brethren whom 
he views to be in error, and 
may do all in his power to cor- 
rect their supposed mistakes. 

If the foregoing answer 
should be unsatisfactory, we 
will give another:—In the 
case supposed, let the differ- 
ent members be as forbearing 
towards each other, as per- 
sons of the same sect usually 
are who have mutually assen- 
ted to a ‘* human system,” but 
have different views of the 
same articles. Among those 
who have adopted a human 
creed respecting the Trinity, 
we often see an admirable 
spirit of forbearance. You 
will carely find two persons, 
who perfectly agree in ex- 
plaining thisarticle of their 
faith ; and you will often find 
their explications in the most 
perfect opposition one to the 
other; yet, among those who 
admit the article, you will 
seldom find any hardness .or 
bitterness, on account of the 
diversity in their explanations. 
One may believe that by the 
three persons in one God, are 
intended “ three distinct be- 
ings united by mutual con- 
sciousness ;”” another, that the 
three frersons are but one de- 
ing s a third, that by the threc 
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persons are‘intended no more 
than “three attributes” of the 


‘one God ; a fourth, that by 


the three fersone are intended 
only *‘ three distinct offices” of 
the same Being, ke. &c.— 
Yet with all this variety of 
discordant opinions, they can 
love one another, and we hopey 
“ with a pure heart fervently.’? 
Such forbearance among chris- 
tians is highly commendable ; 
and we are not able to see why 
the same brotherly love might 
not be exercised, in regard to 
differences of opinion, if their 
articles of faith were all ex- 
pressed in the language of 
the Hely Spirit. i 

Asthe doctrine just men- 
tioned, is considered by many 
as of the very first importance, 
and.as there is no other dec. 
trine respecting which pro- 
fessors of religion are more 
at variance, than those are a- 
mong themselves who make 
this an article of faith; we 
thiek that if equal candor and 
forbearance should be exer- 
cised by them in all other ca- 
ses, and all denominations of 
professors would imitate such 
an example, the christian 
world would soon know by 
experience “how good and 
how pleasant it is for breth- 
ren to dwell together in uni- 
ly a 
We have been much gratifi- 
ed by finding in the writings 
of the learned and worthy Pri- 
mate -of Ireland ‘the. senti- 
ments we have quoted, As 
an intelligent diguitary of the 
Episcopal Church, he was in.a 
situation. te ‘know the sad ef- 
fects ef having the “ religion 
of Christ overwhelmed with 
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human formularies and sys- 
tems.’” We rejoice in that 
uprightness of heart and ia- 
dependence of mind, which 
led him to express his - opin- 
ion on this innportant subject. 
We unite with him in lament- 
ing the overwhelming influ- 
ence of “ human -formularies 
and systems ;” and concur in 
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the opinion, that “ Christiani- 
ty can never, have its free 
course among men of improy- 
ed understandings, and even 
among rational creatures in 
general, while gross misrep- 
resentations of it are substitu- 
ted in the place of the simple 
and perfect original.” 


eI 


MALLET’S ACCOUNT OF HUMAN SACRIFICES. 


In a work entitled “ North- 
ern Antiquities” Mr. Mallet 
gives the following melan- 
choly account of human sac- 
rifices :-— 

“It is probable that this 
barbarous practice was form- 
erly almost universal, and that 
it is of remote antiquity. It 
was not entirely abolished a- 
mong the northern nations till 
towards the ninth century.— 
In every ninth month they re- 
newed the bloody ceremony, 
which was to last nine days.— 
They chose among the cap- 
tives in time of war, and a- 
mong the slaves in time of 
peace, nine persons to be sac- 
rificed. ‘The wretches upcn 
whom the lot fell were treated 
with such honours by all the 
assembly—thcy were so over- 

‘whelmed with caresses by all 
present, and with promises for 
the life to come, that they some- 
times congratulated them- 
selves on their destiny. But 
they did not always sacrifice 
such mean persons. In great 
calamities, in a pressing fam- 
ine—if the people thought they 
had some pretext to impute 
-the cause of it to their king, 
they even sacrificed him with- 
gut hesitation, as the highest 


price with which they could 
purchase the Divine favor.— 
In this manner the first king 
of Vermland was burnt in hon- 
our of Odin to put an end to « 
great dearth. The kings in 
their turn did not spare the 
blood of their subjects; and 
many of them even shed that 
of their children. Hacon. 
king cf Norway, offered his 
son in sacrifice to obtain of 
Odin a victory over his enemy 
Harold. Aune, king cf Swe- 
den, devoted to Odin the blood 
of nine sons to prevail on the 
god to prolong his life. The 
Ancient history of the North 
avounds in similar examples.” 

Mr. Mallet quotes from 
Dithmore, bishop of Marsberg, 
a historian of the eleventh 
century, the following article - 
“¢ There is in Zealand a place 
which is the capital of Den- 
mark, named .Liderun. At 
this place every nine years in 
the month of January the 
Danes flock together in crowds 
and offer totheir gods ninety- 
nine men, as many horses, 
dogs and cocks, with the cer- 
tain hope of appeasing the 
Gods with these victims.” 

“ Dudo of St. Quintin, a 
French historian, attributes the 
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same practice, to the Normans. 
There are still in. Friesland, 
and in several parts. of Ger- 
many, altars composed of such 
large stones that they could 
neither be destroyed by the 
ravages of time nor by the 
zeal of the first converts to 
Christianity. These altars 
according to the tradition of 
the inhabitants and the report 
of creditable historians, have 
served for the same _ horrid 
purposes. The Gauls fora 
long time offered men to their 
supreme God, Enes or Tev- 
tat. The first inhabitants of 
Italy and Sicily, the Britons, 
the Phenicians, the Carthage- 
nians and all the nations we 
know ofin Europe and Asia 
are covered with the same re- 
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proach.” “The Peruvians 
anciently offered human sacri- 
fices. The Mexicans once of- 
fered five thousand prisoners 
of war.’’ . 

Such is the account which 
this historian. gives of the 
former prevalence of a custom 
which is now universally ab- 
horred:- by Christians—the cus- 
tom of offering human sacrifi- 
ces to God. This custom has 
been abolished in Cbristen- 
dom by the influence of Chris- 
tianity. May we net hence 
derive a weil grounded hope 
that the same benign influ- 
ence will yet abolish the more 
malignant and barbarous cus+ 
tom of offering human sacri- 
fices to men? 


a 


DR. CASPER WISTAR. 


Tue following account of 
Ur. Wistar, late President of 
the American Philosophical 
Society, at Philadelphia, has 
been extracted from a Eulogi- 
um, delivered before the Soci- 
ety, by the Hon. Wm. Tilgh- 
man, Chief Justice of the Come 
mgnwealth of Pennsylvania, 
and one of the Vice Presidents 
ofthe Society. March Lith, 
i81s. 

Dr. Casper Wistar was born 
in Philadelphia, the 13th of 
Sept. 1761, 4nd was grandson 
of Casper Wistar, who emi- 
erated from Germany to Penn- 
syivania in 1717. As his par- 
ents and ancestors were of the 
Society of Friends, he was 
brought up in their religious 
principles, and received his 
classical education at a school 
established by them. That he 
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was a good scholar may be in- 
ferred from his knowledge of 
the Greek and Latin langua- 
ges. Until. the age of sixteen 
his faculties were expanding; 
but the peculiar cast of his 
genius had net been develop- 
ed. About this period occur- 
red an event which called 
forth ‘his ruling passion and 
decided his fate. This event 
was the battle of Germantown, 
in the year 1777. His relip- 
ious principles kept him out of 
the battle, but his humanity led 
him te seek the wounded sol- 
dier, and he was active in as- 
sisting those who were admin- 
istering relief. His benevolent 
heart was affected by their 
sufferings ; and so deeply was 
he struck with the happy ei- 
fects of the medical art, thut 
he determined to devote his 
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life to a: profession formed to 
aMeviate the miseries of man- 
kind. Conquerors and heroes 
—vyée who delight in the shout 
of battle, abd exultin the crim- 
son field of victory, contem- 
plate the feelings of this 
young man, and blush at the 
contrast! But let us adore 
the mercy of God, whose mys- 
terious providence’ produces 
good from evil. From the 
decay of matter, springs up 
the green herb and the pur- 
ple flower. From the disas- 
ters of Germantown, arises a 
youth destined to bind up the 
wounds of many, and to send 
forth from his instructive 
school thousands of hands to 
open the fountains of health 
throughout the land. 

Having gone through the u- 
sual course of study and at- 
tended the medical lectures, 

" Wistar offered himself in the 
year 1782, as a candidate for 
tue degree of Bachelor of 
Medicine, in the University of 
Pennsylvania. It is said that 

he acquitted himself on this 

-Actasion, in an extraordinary 

manner—answering the ques- 
tions proposed to him with 
such uncommon promptness 
and’ precision as excited the 
surprise and commanded the 
admiration of all who heard 

him. , 

Instead of entering Imme- 

diately into the practice of 

medicine, he determined to a- 

vail himself of the advantages 
to be found in the schools of 

London and Edinburgh. Hav- 

ing remained a year in Eng- 
land, he repaired to Edinburgh, 
where he passed Lis time in 
study, in attending lectures, in 
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cultivating the friendship of 
distinguished persons. ~ For 
two successive years he was 
elected one of the Presidents 
of the Royal Medical Society 
of Edinburgh. He was elect- 
ed also President of a Society 
“ for the further investigation 
of natural history.” These 
honours, conferred by a great, 
a learned and proud nation, on 
a youth, a stranger, one whose 
country had but just risen into 
existence, are the surest tes- 
timénies of uncommon merit. 
Towards the end of the year 
1786, he took leave of Edin- 
burgh, leaving behind him a 
name long to be remembered. 
His fame flew before him to 
his native city where he ar- 
rived in January, i787, after 
an absence of more than three 
years. 

Hitherto he had spent his 
time in preparation. It was 
time to be useful This. was 
the object of his labours, the 
wish of his heart. He now 
engaged in the practice of 
medicine with every advan- 
tage. His mind was formed 
for a profession in which pre- 
Cipitancy is danger, and mis- 
take is death. He spared no 
pains in collecting all the 
symptoms. He paused before 
he decided, but was seldom 
wrong—and his mind once 
satisied, he was not easily 
moved from-his purpose. His 
patients he never failed ‘te 
attach to him. How could it 
be otherwise, when to the 
sedulous attentions of a Physi- 
Cian was added the sympathy 
and anxiety ofa friend ? 

_In 1787, he was appointed 
Physician to the Philadelphia 





Dispensary. Inthe same year 
he was elected a member of 

College of Physicians and 
of the. American Philogophi- 
cal Society, 
married to Isabella Marshall. 
In 1789 he was elected -Pro- 
fessor of Chemistry in the 
College of Philadelphia. In 
1790 he was struck with af- 
fliction in the loss of his wife, 
whom he tenderly Joved. In 
1793, when the Physicians 
were the forlorn hope which 
stood between the pestilence 
and the people, he had nearly 
lost his life—he did not es- 
cape the awful visitation, but 
he recovered. The same year 
he was chosen Physician to 
the Pennsylvania Hospital. In 
1808, he was placed as sole 
Professor in the Anatomical 
chair in the University of 
Pennsylvania. 

It was here thatthe scene 
of his greatest excellence was 
exhibited. In many depart- 
ments of science he was con- 
spicuous—here he was pre- 
eminent. Here he exerted 
all his genius and strained all 
the faculties of his mind. No 
pains, no money was spared, 
to render the lecture com- 
plete—and he succeeded ; for 
inthe opinion of able judges 
he might well bear a compar- 
ison with the most celebrated 
Professors in existence. By 
the class of medical students 
he was universally lovéd and 
respected. es 

in December 1798 he mar- 
ried Elizabeth Mifflin, niece of 
the late Governor Mifflin. In 
the year 1809, knowing the 
prejudices which obstructed 
the progress of vaccination, he 
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In 1768, he was. 
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suggested the plan of a socié- 
ty for circulating the benefit 
of that noble discovery which 
has immortalized Jenner. In 
May 1810 he resigned his of- 
fice of Physician to the Hos- 
pital. 

As an author he has not left 
mach behind him—his most 
considerable work is his sys- 
tem of Anatomy. Great lit- 
erary works are not to be ac- 
complished, Without nore 
leisure than is allowed to men 
engaged in extensive profes- 
sional business. Yet such 
may do, much for the promo- 
tion of literature ; and this 
was the cise with Wistar. 

In {79 he was elected 
Vice President of the Ameri- 
can Philosophical Society ; : 
and in 1815, on the resigna- 
tion of Mr. Jefferson, he suc- 
ceeded to the chair as Presi- 
dent, The same year he was 
elected an honorary member 
of the Literary and Philosoph- 
ical Society of New-York— 
the same honour was confer- 
red on him by other Literary 
Institutions. 

No man who is not good de- 
serves the name of wise. In 
the language of scripture, fol- 
ly and wickedness ‘are the 
same ; not only begause yi- 
cious habits do really corrupt 
and darken the understanding, 
but because itis no small de- 
gree of folly to be ignorant 
that the chief good of man is to 
know the will of his Creator 
and do it. Wistar lived and 
died in the religious princi- 
ples of those who have adopt- 
ed the modest and endearing 
name of Friends. ‘he peoc- 
ple of this respectable Society 
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have preserved more of an- 
cient simplicity in dress and 
manners, than any among us. 
They once outnumbered all 
other religious societies in 
Pennsylvania. But although 
that has long ceased to be the 
case, yet, fortunately for us, 
they are still powerful enough 
to exert a_ silent influence, 
checking the overflowing tide 
of luxury, which threatens to 
deluge the land. 

It ‘has been asserted that 
the study of philosophy tends 
to infidelity and even to athe- 
ism. To plead the cause of 
philosophy béfore this society 
would be worse than waste of 
time. To Wistar, philosophy 
was the hand-maid of religion 
—she elevated his soul ‘and 
warmed his affections. 

After loving God, with all 
our heart, the next great com- 
mandment is, to love our 
neighbour as ourself. Were 
I to point out the most prom- 
inent feature in Wistar’s char- 
acter, I should answer, with- 
out hesitation, benevolence. 
It was a feeling which seems 
never to have forsaken him, 
beginning, as it ought, with 
his own family, and extending 
tothe whole humanrace. Nor 
was it that useless sympathy 
which contents itself with its 
own sensations. His charity 
was active, his hand ever sec- 
onding the feelings of his 
heart. Next to religious ob- 
gations and. the inviolable 
sanctity of truth, he impressed 
en the minds of his children 
the duty of abstaining from 
wounding the feelings of any 
human being. And he made 
them frequently repeat the 
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precept of our Saviour, ‘ love 
one another.” Even his per- 
son gave evidence of philafe- 
thropy—his eye beamed good 
will, and his whole air brought 
strongly to my mind what 
Tacitus says of Agricola—* at 
first sight you would have be- 
lieved him to be good, and 
wished him to be great.’’= 
This ruling sentiment threw 
grace over his actions, and 
inspired his conversation with 
acharm. He never assumed 
—never displayed his own su- 
periority. On the contrary, 
he led the conversation to 
subjects in which others ex- 
celled. The pedantry of tech- 
nical Janguage he despised, 
and listened with patience and 
politeness to the observations 
of inferior understanding It 
has been said that there is no 
book so dull but something 
good may be extracted from 
it. Wistar applied this prin- 
ciple to men, and possessed 
the remarkable talent of draw- 
ing from every one some use- 
ful information. 

That the kindness of his 
manner had something un- 
commonly attractive, I can 
myself bear witness. My ac- 
quaintance with him commenc- 
ed at a period of life when the 
heart no longer yields to the 
illusions of fancy. Yet, be- 
fore I had time te be convinc- 
ed of his goodness, I felt my- 
self drawn towards him by an 
irresistible charm. I have 
taken pains to derive the char- 
acter of this excellent man 
from authentic sources. One 
communication from a very 
near female relation, who 
knew his domestic habits. and 















even the secrets of his heart, 
I will give in the words I re- 
ceived it,'which I should but 
injure by attempting to amend : 

«“ His domestic habits were 
uncommonly mild and unas- 
suming. ‘Benevolence and 
charity characterized all his 
actions. In the cause of his 
friends he spared no exertion, 
either by day or by night 
His house was always open to 
them, and the evening society, 
which frequently gathered 
round him, was qne of the 
greatest enjoyments of his 
life. In the cause of suffering 
humanity his feclings were al- 
wa¥s ardent. During his last 
illness, he recommended toa 
friend the cause of the abo- 


rigines of America ; and the 


last sentence he was heard to 
pronounce was—TJ wish well to 
all mankind. Disinterested- 
ness characterized his life, and 
it may be doubted whether so 
extensive a practice ever yield- 
ed so little emolument.” 

On the death of Dr. Rush, 
Wistar succeeded him as Pre- 
sident af the Society for the 
abolition of Slavery.’ The ob- 
ject of this society was con- 
genial to his mind, For the 
Indians of America he seems 
to have felt a particular kind- 
ness. He admired their clo- 
quence, lamented their deso- 
lating wars, and = earnestly 
sought for the means of meli- 
orating their condition. - Hav- 
ing once inoculated an In- 
dian woman for the small 
pox, her husband had fears 
for the event. Indeed there 
was some cause for fear, as the 
woman refused to submit to 
the proper regimens The anx- 
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iety of the »Doctor. .was..ex-» 
treme.. She recovered; but, 
until the danger was over, he. 
declared, that on no occasion 
had he been more oppressed 
with the responsibility of. his 


profession. sonal “feBiay 
The gratitude of Wistar 
was remarkable. Services. 


done, or even intended, he al-. 
ways remembered ; but inju- 
ries he was ready to forget. 
Ina letter written at Edin- 
burgh he declared, that he had 
determined to forgive every 
thing to a friend or near rela. 
tion ; and expressed his be- 
lief, that it would contribute 
greatly to happiness to extend 
forgiveness to every one.— 
This sentiment gained strength 
with time, and at length re- 
pined into a governing princi- 
ple. - 

To say such a man wasa 
dutiful son, a kind brother, a 
most affectionate husband and 
parent, would be matter of su- 
pererogation. In the loss of 
his children he was peculiarly 
unfortunate. To those who 
remained, he was passionately 
devoted. As the circle of af- 
fection lessened, its warmth in- 
creased. 

His health, during the few 
last years, was interrupted by 
alarming attacks, About the 
14th of January last he was 
scized with a malignant fever, 
attended with symptoms of, 
typhus. Art proved unavail-. 
ing, and he sunk under the 
disease, after an illness.of eight 
days. He died Jan. 22, tgis. 

We have lost him ia the 
sirength of life and vigor of - 
intellect—too soon indced for 
his family and his country ; 
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but not too sson for his own 
happiness or fame. For hon- 
ourable age is not that which 
is measured by length of time, 
or cqunted by number of days. 
But wisdom is the grey hair 
unto man, and unspotted char- 
acter is fulness of years. Pro- 
tracted life would have been 
embittered by bodily pain— 
the frailties of nature might 
have dimmed the lustre of 
brighter years—-or death, 
which had spared him, might 
have desolated his house, and 
Jeft him:solitary and cheerless 
to encounter the infirmities of 
ape. 

Happy then wert thou, Wis- 
tar, in death as well as life.— 
Thy work is done—thou art 
gone to receive thy reward. 
Thou diedst in the full career 
of usefulness and fame—thy 
heart overflowing with charity 
—surrounded by friends, lov- 
ing -and beloved. Domestic 
affection watcLed over thy pil- 
Jow, and thy parting looks rest- 
- edon the objects dearest to 
thy soul. Death hath affixed 
tothy character the seal not 
intrusted to mortal hands. 
What though the strict equal- 
ity of thy religious Society 
forbid thy undistinguished ash- 
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es to be marked by even a 
modest stone, yet shall the 
geod hold thy virtues long in 
remembrance, ~and Science 
write thy name in her imper- 
ishable roll. The last gener- 
ous emotion of thy benignant 
spirit, shall be reciprocated. 
All- mankind shall wish hap- 
piness to him, who dying, 
wished happiness to all. 

Such is the accoynt which 
the Honourable Judge Tilgh- 
man has given of Dr. Wistar. 
We have done little more 
than to abridge the “ Eulogi- 
um,” selecting such passages 
as would be most interesting 
and useful to the readers’of 
the Disciple.  ~ 

* But had he no failings, no 
infirmities ?” To this question 
the orator replies—*“ undoubt- 
edly he had, for he was a man. 
But I may truly say, that they 
fell not under my observation, 
and I trust I shall be excused 
iff have not been anxious to 
search for them.” 

The day seems to be dawn- 
ing upon the world, whena 
well founded esteem for men 
who have been eminent in do- 
ing good, shall eclipse the 
false and fatal glory of the 
military destroyer. 


——. 


RELIGION USEFUL IN AFFLICTION. 


THE most prosperous man 
on earth is doomed to witness 
d of darkness, of sorrow 
atid distress—In every rank 
and condition of life the af- 
flicted form no inconsiderable 
proportion, and even those that 
are not actually suffering many 
of the evils of life, have con- 
tinual reason to fear that they 


may soon be made to drink of 
the cup of bitterness. 

The religion of Jesus Christ 
is hdppily accommodated to 
this distressed condition of 
mankind, where all feel, or are 
in continual danger of expe- 
riencing, some of the numer- 
ous ills which flesh is heir to. 
It discovers to us a being of 






















































perfect wisdom goodness and 
power, who governs all crea- 
tures, and controls all events ; 
—and will cause ever? occur- 
rence to contribute to the ul- 
timate happiness of his faitb- 
ful children. Hence arises a 
degree of fortitude and con- 
stancy to humble Christians, 
which no circumstance can 
weaken or destroy. 

The righteous know in 
whom they have trusted, and 
their faith will preserve them 
from confusion and dismay. 
When the storms of adversity 
gather thick about them, they 
retire within the sanctuary that 
religion affords, and the waves 
of trouble roll unheeded by 
“The floods have lified up 
their waves; but the Lord on 
high is mightier than the noise 
of many waters ;—Yea, than 
the mighty waves of the sea." 
Sheltered under the wings of 
infinite love, and protected by 
Almighty power, they have no 
cause for anxiety or distrust. 
They experience acalm seren- 
ity and joy within, while trep- 
idations and anxiety and dis- 
tress reign among them, who 
do not rest their confidence 
on the rock of eternal ages. 
The Christian is not only re- 
lieved in this manner from the 
terrors of upproaching evils ; 
—but even supposing they do 
fali on him with their heaviest 
pressure, still there are in- 
numerabie consolations, which 
alleviate his anguish, and to 
which others are strangers. 

When their most flattering 
prospects are biasted ;——whea 
the hand of Proyiccace comes 
near and strips them of their 
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worldly possessions and onjoy- 
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ments ;—-to whom . shall bad 
men look for consolation and, 
support, under the calamities” 
with which they are yisited ?, 
They have.no resources withe. 
in themselves, In their mis- 
fortunes they discover nothing. 
but a wild and fortuitous.com- 
bination of events, without ore, 
der, and without design ;—-or 
else they percejve the hand of 
an offended sovereign stretch- 
ed out to inflict merited pun- 
ishment on their sins, 

When this world fails them, 
all their hopes of enjoyment 
are lost forever. The objects 
of their firmest confidence have 
disappeared, and they have 
nothing-on which to rest their 
anxious minds... But the Chris-. 
tian is enabled to view those 
afflictions as the merciful cor- 
rections of a kind and tender 
parent. He looks forward and 
perceives the purposes for 
which they were sent. Taught 
by his religion to withdraw 
his attachment and confidence 
from the possessions and pleas- 
ures and the honours of the 
world, he is enabled to contem- 
plate their loss with compar- 
ative indifference and compos- 
ure. He views this life asatem- 
porary scene of necessary and 
perhaps sevére discipline ; and 
wppiying to imseif the prome 
ises of the go8pei, he can, un- 
der ail his triais, cordially join 
in the declaratiou of the apostle. 
The sufferings of this present 
time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory, 
which shall be revealed. 

if his pious friends, the com- 
paaions of his Joy are cut off 
trom the earth—he does vot, it 
is true, remain insensibic un- 
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der these afflictions, but still 
he is consoled by the pleasing 
refiéction, that’ the friendship 
commenced on eart hy will after 
this ‘short i interruption be again 
resumed ih that world, where 
nothing will ever occur to in- 
terrupt our joys ;—and while 
wicked men view death as the 
termination of all their hopes 
and enjoyments j—~the Chris- 
tian can contemplate its arrival 
with tranquillity and compos- 
uré ;—not as the destruction, 
but as thé ‘instrument of un- 
fading happiness.—In all the 
circumstances and afflictions 
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of life, he feels that he is not 
forsaken and alone. He has a 
friend in heaven, who remains 
unchangeable amidst all the 
changes of this transitory life ; 
and whose power nothing can 
weaken or destroy. | 
Hence light springeth up 
for the righteous in the midst 
of darkness———the evils of 
life are infinitely. diminished, 
by the fortitude which Christi- 
anity inspires .and the consola- 
tion it affords, and which are 
wholly unknown to tke wicked. 
A. 
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/RELIGION HAS PLEASURES PECULIAR TO ITSELF. 


THERE is. an unspeakable 
satisfaction, that arises to the 
mind of ‘every good man from 
that affection and love, which 
hé possesses for the Almighty, 
the perfect Governor of the 
universe.. He is overwhelm- 
ed with the reflection that be 
is the child of a parent so good, 
so wonderful, so vast and in- 
coniprehensibly powerful and 
wise aiid perfect. In every 
condition of life he feels that 
he is under the inspection of 
that eye, which is ever watch- 
ful overt his happiness, his 
improvement and his virtue ; 
howeyer dark and mysterious 

and distressing are the ways of 
Providence,still no occurrence 
can shake his confidence in the 
rectitude and goodness of a 
supreme administration, that 
will render all events subserv- 
ient.to the interests of virtue 
and the ultimate good-of man- 
kind. He feels a peculiar and 
deep interest in all the works 
of Gop, on account of the 


tender relation he sustains 
toward him. If he survey the 
beauty and harmony of the 
natural world, which so won- 
derfully manifests the power, 
the wisdom and the goodness 
of its Creator;—*if he turn 
his eyes toward the moral 
systemand observes a higher 
order of things and a greacer 
exertion of Divinity in adjust- 
ing the plan of Providence ; in 
bringing light from darkness, 
and good from evil ;—in caus- 
ing the most unconnected and 
contrary events to co-operate 
in one great end, and making 
all to issue in the general 
good ;—if he contemplate the 
plan of redemption and behold 
in the gospel of Christ the 
power of Gop unto salvation, 
to every one who believeth ; 
when he surveys all these, he 
can lift up his eyes and with 
grateful admiration exclaim, 
“ my Father made them ail.” 

To these we may add, the 
pleasures that result from the 
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prospect of that future and im- 
mortal state, which remaio- 
eth for the people of Gop, 
when the labours and the trials 
of this world ure past. In a 
little while the’ long shadows 
of the evening will be chased 
uway and the darkness of the 
night. shall be dispelled by that 
sun which shall rise to cheer 
us with the light of everlasting 
day. 

Then shall all the righteous 
be wathered together in one 
vast assemblage, and no tears, 
nor sotrews, nor distress will 
detract from their joys. Then 
shall they know cven as they 
are*known, and dwell forever 
in the presence of their Gop 
and RepEEMER. 

Such a prospect disarms ad- 
versity of its sharpest stings, 
and it is a consolation which 
Christianity only can afford. 
It is what mankind had long 
and vainly sought to obtain by 
ihe feeble light of reasen ; but 
which bo human exertion 
could ever discover; and of 
which, mankind must have 
ferever . remained uncertain 
and wnsatisfied, had not Jesus 
Christ appeared m our werld 
to bring iife and immortality 
to light, and to render it con 
sistedt with the perfections of 
God to bestow this veteendate wed 
rift on ruined man. 

We. have thus plvdinicin ined 
the influence: which the re- 
gion ef JesuseChrist has np- 
on-enr happiness nm the pre 
sent dife oly, independent of 


its power, tomencder us eternal- - 


lyshappy in that faturerwortd, 
whithetavc ave.tapidly bhasten- 
ing. “In the latter view of the 
subjcety every! person wire is 
Vol. VI. Neo. 11, 43 


capable of comparing the peti- 
od of human existence, with 
eternity ; or, of perceiving the 
difference between the pains 
of hell and the happiness of 
heaven, will immediately ac- 
knowledge ‘that the’ sincere 
Christian would be an infinite 
gainer,even on the supposition, 
thac his religion renderea him 
perfectly miserable through 
life. 

How strong then are its 
claims to our grateful ac- 
ceptanc® and admiration, on 
account of its tendency to pro- 
duce our greatest happiness 
here as wellas hereafter. It 
is true there ere difficulties and 
discouragements incident to 
the Christian life ; we are 


sometimes. called upon to 


sacrifice our feelings; we have 


many evil propensities to cradi- — 


cate ; and there are many ob- 
stacles to be overcome in our 
religious course. But our 
rreatcst pleasures frequently 
result from the activity «and 
exertion, which are requisite 
to enable us to overcome ob- 
stacles that oppose our pro- 
gress in some fuvourite pur- 
suit. The value we attach to 
any object, is usually propor- 
tioned to the difficulties we 
have experienced ih acquiring 
them . And we are assured 
that Gop is ever. ready to be- 
stow that assistance which is 
necessary to enable us te tri- 
umph over those - obstacles, 
vhich our corrupt, nateres anid 
an evil world may present.— 
But it must be recollected that 
these difficulties and sacrifices 
are’ not exclusively confined to 
the mun! of religion. The 
man off the world is frequently 
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required to make greater sac- 
rifices of his time, his proper- 
ty, his health, his feelings and 
his enjoyments, than ever fall 
‘to the lot of the disciples of 
christianity. 

-$o that if. you make the 
most favourable allowances 
possible for the world, it must 
be acknowledged’ that the Jif- 
ficulties and burthens it im- 
poses, are as great as those 
imposed by religion. Butthe 
real happiness produced by a 
life of piety, infinitelyexcceds 
all that can be attained in any 
other course. For the true 
satisfaction and happiness of 
the mind can only be found in 
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a life of active goodness, of pie- 
ty and religion, proceeding 
from a pure heart, a good con- 
science and from faith unfeign- 
ed. Let this representation of 
religion induce us totake up- 
on ourselves the yoke of Christ 
—that is, to join ourselves to 
him as his disciples; not 
merely in profession, but in 
heart and in truth ; by obedi- 
ence to his commands, by im- 
itating his example and trust- 
ing to him for our salvation 3 
that thus we may obtain true 
honour and peace and respec- 
tability in this world, and ever- 
lasting joy in the world to 
come, A. 
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THE WANDERING ARABS. 


Tue following sketches of 
the character, customs and re- 
ligion of the Wandering A- 
rabs on the Desart of Africa 
are extracted from Capt Jas. 
Riley’s - “ Authentic Narra- 
tive”—-a yery interesting work 
and one which, on many ac- 
counts, is deserving of the 
patronage of the public. Hav- 
ing described. Zahahrah, or 
the. great Western desart of 
Africa, the writer proceeds to 
an account.of the inhabitants, 
from which the foilowing a- 
bridgement is made. 

“ Nearly all parts of this 
vast desert are Finbabited by 
different tribes of Arabs, who 
live entirely on the milk of 
their camels, and wandenfrom 
valley. to valley, : travelling 
nearly every -day for the sake 
of finding food for {their 
camels, and consequently food 
for themselves. ‘I’hey live in 
tents fotmed of cloth made of 


camel's hair, which they pulf 
off by hand, ahd spin with 
hand spindié. Each famiff 
has a mat which serves as a 
bed for the whole. They lie 
down on it promiscuously, on- 
ly wrapped up in their haick 
or blanket, if they have one— 
if not; in the Skin which cov- 
ers their loins only, and lie 
close together to keep off the 
cold winds which blow tinder 
their tents in the night. “The 
children lie - between the 
grown persons Their heads 
are as low, and frequently low- 
er than their feet ; and their 
long bushy hair, which is*nev- 
er combed, and resembles a 
thrumb mop, serves them’ in- 
stead of a pillow. The fami- 
hes consist of the father and 
one of more wives, and the 
children that are unmarried, 
and théir slaves, who are 
black. 

“The rich Arabs have one, 














two, or three slaves, male and 
female ; these are allowed to 
sleep onthe same mat with 
their masters and mistresses, 
and are treated in all respects 
like the children of the family 
in regard to apparel, &c.— 
they are not however permit- 
ted to cohabit. with the Arab 
women under, pain ,of death, 
and are obliged to take 
care of the camels and follow 
them, and to do other drudg- 
ery The father of the family 
is its absolute chiefin all res- 
pects, though he seldom in- 
flicts punishment. His wives 
and daughters are considered 
as mere slaves, subject to his 
will and caprice; yet they 
take every opportunity to de- 
cieve or steal from him. He 
deals out the milk with his 
own hand, nor dare any ane 
touch it until it is thus divid- 
ed. 

“ When one family sets off, 
the whole of that part of the 
tribe dwelling neat, travel on 
with them ; and. I have. fre- 
quently seen from 500 to 1000 
camels in one drove, all going 
the -sam¢ way ; and | was 
greajly surprised to see with 
what facility, they would dis- 
tinguish and ‘separate them, ) 

“ When they rise in the 
morning, alcer having first 
milked their camels and sucke 
led the young ones, they next 
attend to prayers--which js 
done in, the foflowing, man- 
ner :—They first, find a. sandy 
spot, ae unw rap themselves 
and t » sand in both 
their. nite ; with this. they 
rub their, faces, . necks, arms, 
legs and every part of their 
bodies except their backs ; 
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this done, as if they washed 
with water, they stand erect, 
facing towards the east2—wrap 
themselves up as neatly as 
they can with, their blankets 
or skins; they look up» to- 
wards. heaven, and then bow 
tneir heads, bending their 
bodies half way to the ground, 
twice crying aloud at, each 
time, Allah Hooakibar. They 
next knee] down, and su pport- 
ing themselves with their 
hands, they worship, bowing 
their faces in .the dust,, twice 
successively ; > then, being still 
on their knees, they bend 
themselves forward, nearly to 
the ground, repeating Ji ef 
Allah-Sheda -Mohammed—Ra- 
sool Aliah ; then rising, they 
again repeat 4i/ah Hooakibar, 
two or toree times ; and this 
is the common mode Of wor- 
shipping four,times aday. In 
addition to this, at sunsetting, 
they implore the Almighty to 
send vain to moisten the parch- 
ed earth ; to cause the food to 

row for ‘their camels ;. to 
Sion’ them under his special 
care, with their famijies and 
tribes; to, enrich them with 
the spoils “of their enemies, 
and to confound and destroy 
them that seek. their: Roel. 
They thank the Almig hty for 
his past mercies, for food, rai- 
ment.and his protection, &e. 
—They then repeat part of 
a eneptae from the Koran, in 
which God’s pretended: pr om- 
ises to the faithful are ‘made 
known, by. their. Prophet ; ; and 
repeating at‘ all times the Hi 
ef Aliah, or “Great ° is the 
Almighty God, and Moham- 
med is his holy prophet.” 

“ Their times of prayer, are 
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before sunrising in the morn- 
ing, about noon, the middle of 
the afterrioon, about suosetting, 
and again’ ‘two or three’ howrs 
after’ the’ sun has set; this 
makes’five'times a day, washl- 
ing tvemselves, at least their 
face and hands when they have 


water; before praying; when 


they -cannot get water, they 
perform’ their ablurions’ by 
substituting said. 
“The Arabs: always wash 
when it is ‘in their power be- 
fore they eat, nor dots any bu- 
siness “divert them froma 
strict observance of them re- 
igious  ‘ccremonies.- While 


pursuing their journices sand 


going ow in the greatest hastc, 


when the time of prayer ar- 


vives, aH stop, make? their 
carvels‘lic ‘down; and perform 
what? they ‘conceive ‘to be an 
indispensable ‘duty s'’ praying, 
in addition to -their~- usual 
vovmsy: to ‘be directed i vhe 
rig ‘st! pourse; ‘and: that: God 
wii lead them: toowells' of was 
teryand tobospitable brethren, 
wii will fec dad! them,» and-not 
suffer ‘them: to ‘perish? far 
from the face ofsman ; thathe 
will enrich them with spoils, 
and deliver them from all who 
lie-in ‘wait’ todo them ( mis+ 
chief. This done; they nvount 
again cheerfutly and*proceed, 
encouraging ‘their camelobye 
tong; a'veryvlivehvoneyif they 
wish thom! to ge! on a trot; if 
only to iwalle, ssommething: niore 
siow and solemn 2s! (isto: 

“The meniare yery quits ne ace 
tive, and, ‘Intelligeit— mote $0 
taken® collectively than? bany 
other set of men ''P bad “éver 
seen in’ the’ different “parts of 
che world I had before visited, 


They are'the lords aid thas- 
tersin their families and are 
very severe afid cruel to their 
wives, whom they treat as 
mere necessary siaves ; and 
they do not allow them even 
ws much liberty as they grant 
te their negrocs, either jh 
speech or action. They art 
considered by the men as be- 
ing without souls, and conse- 
quently they ‘are not perinit- 
ted to join in their devotions— 
aud are’ seldom allowed to 
speak when men ave Convers- 
ing together.’ “Phe edntinual 
harsh © treatment’ and) hard 
drudgery to which they. ‘are 
subject have worn off that fine 
edge /of delicacy; segsibility 
and conrypassion, so natural’ to 
their «sex, and transformed 
them 'intq@ unfeeling and un- 
prying bemes; so much’ so, 
that their conduct towards ‘me 
and "my: companions in dis- 
tress was+brutl in the exe 
treme, ‘wod=betrayed: thé ex- 
tinction of every:humane and 
ere a 1 : 
Phe Arabois big hespirited, 
brave; ‘avaricious, / rapacious, 
revengeful ¢ ‘and, strange as it 
may “appear, is ‘at 'theoBame 
tuné hospitable’ upd, compas- 
sionate.’’ Heis proud of being 
able vo maintain his indepen- 
dence, thoegh!'on a dreary 
desert,’and despises those who 
are’so meéath and. deyraded as 
té- submit to any: fovernment 
but that'‘of the > Most “High. 
He struts about sole: master/of 
what weaith*he possésses, ul- 
ways‘réudy to defend it, and 
believes liitmself thc happiest 
of menj”and the most: leurned 
also,— handing down the tra- 
dition @f his uncestersyas he is 
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persuaded, for thousands” of 
years, He looks upon. ati 
other men to be vile and be- 
neath his notice, except as 
merchandize. He-is content 
to live on the milk of camets, 
which he takes great care to 
rear, and thanks .Giotl daily for 
his continual mercies. —They 
considered themselves’. us 
much above me and my conm- 
panions. both in . intellect and 
ucquived oknowiedge;: us the 
proud and pampered West 
india planter, fancies himself 
above the meanest new negro, 
just Uapaght from the coast of 
Africa. 

«| never rhiniatell 3 a mar 
riage among. them, ‘but was 
told that when a young mau 
sees a girk that. pleases shim, 
he asks her of her father, ‘and 
she becomes his wile without 
ceremony. 

They all learn to read and 
write. In every family or-di- 
vision of a tribe, ‘ihey have 
one man who acts, as teacher 
to their children. - ‘Pley have 
boards of frosn/one; foot; syuare 
io two feet long» by » eighteen 
inches wide ;..On :these: the 
children learn to, writg .withva 
. piece of pointedireeds They 
have the secret of making. ink 
and that of: a very ibiack: dye. 
When a family! of »wandering 
Araby pitch their, tents abey 
setapart a place fora school 
here: all’. the, boys) whe baye 
been circumcised of frum: 8 to 
18 or 20:yéars old attend, and 
are taught to-read andto write 
verses: ftom:the -Kotany which 
iskept in Manuseript by every 
famiiy on skins, ‘hey write 
their characters fromeright to 
left—are very particular in the 
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formation of them, and make 
their lines ‘very stragght. . ~ 
‘The teacher] wasitoldmever 
punishes: a child,, bus ¢x plains 
the meaning! of} shinggs;:.and 
amuscs him -by, telliag wiles 
@hat are both entertaining ‘and 
instructives;) hey reads4or re- 
hearses. chapyers: from, the 
Koran, ors some other ‘bucky 
for ‘they, baitie « “a reat, iany 
poems, &c. hwrittet) dlsevon 
skins. - When-the hoard ts full 
of writing they}rud it off, with 
sandy and begin again!) Dhe 
boards On. Which, they -wreté 
seemed to have jasted icrages: 
They cnumerate > wich» the 
niae figures mows use-in.all’ 
European maLIaMs aon 4a. al 
merica. fil 
‘There, abidebeit be 
kind of sickness .or disease 2- 
rong the Arabs. of the; desert 
dutiag,; the qime }.avas;. with 
them and! they appeared: to 
hve to avastage.~ There were 
p¢eopic | saw: belonging to\the 
wibse in whech; I wat a slave 
iwo old men and one: woman, 
who from; their . appearance 
were much older: than “fb had 
seen. © Fhese:oment and. the 
woman jhad lost)ablbthe hair 
from their heads, beards, and 
every part ofthear bedies~-the 
flesh :had, wasted away, and 
their... skins. appeareth to -be- 
dried: and drawn. tight: oer” 
their’ sinews -and-their bencs: 
like Egyptian -Mumtinies > 
their eyes were extinet aaving 
totally wasted: away do. their 
sockets; they had iest the wse 
of their limbs and:appeared to 
be deprived of every sense.» 
- An undutifal ehild< of civil- 
ized parents might here icarn 
a lesson of fiiiai piety and te- 
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mevolence from these barbari- 
ans: The old people always 
received the frst drink of milk, 
and a larger share than even 
the acting head of the, fami ily, 
when. they were scanted in 
quantity... When the familg 
moved, a camel was first pre- 
pared for the old man, by fixing 
a kind of basket on the animals 
back; they then put skins or 
other ‘soft, things into it to 
make. it,easy, and .next lifung 
up the old man they place him 
carefully in ifs; with a child or 
two.qn each side to take care 
ef.and stgady him during the 
march,... As. soon as they 
stopped to. pitch their tents, 
the.old man, was taken off and 
a drink of water or milk given 
him,dor they take care to save 
some for that particular, pur- 
pose.).., Lhe, remarkably ,.old 
man,Lam speaking of belonged 


to a family that always pitched - 


gheir. tent. near to OUTS, 90, that 
1 bad an, opportynity of wit- 
nessing . the | manner, of his 


trea t... 
ot L was redeemed. in, 


Po ng J asked my master, 
Sidi, Hamet of. pyhat, age che 
supposed. this old man to have. 
becn, and he said. about eight 
Zilles. OF; Pixs ic centuries. 
Now. .ap Arabic, CENLULY,,, or, 

zillegis forty, two. lunar yedts 
of twelve moons in each, yeary. 
so that, by, this.computation fhe 
must baye, been, ngatly 300 

years, old,i:,hie alsp told me 
that it. was very common, to. 


find Arabs.on,. different. paris, 
of the great.desert,. fixe .zille. 
old, retaining aj! their. fac Ines, 


and that-he, had seen a.great 
mapy,of the: ages of frem.5 to. 
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8.—] then asked him how 
they knew their own ages, and 
he answered—Every family 
keeps a record of the ages and 
the names of its children, 
which they always preserve 
and pack.up in the same bag 
in which they carry the Ko 
ran.—The Arabs who live on 
the desert, said he, subsist en- 
tircly on the milk of their 
camels; it is the milk of an 
animal that we call sacred, and 
it causes long life; those who 
live. on nothing else, haye no 
disorders, and are particularly 
favoured ofleaven But only 
carry these same people from 
the desert and let them live on 
meat and bread and | fruits, 
they then becyme. subject to 
eyery kind of pain and sick- 
ness when they are young, and 
only liye to the age of about 
two. zille and a half at the most 
—while a great many die very 
young, and not one tenth part 
of the men or the women, live 
to the age of,one zille.’ - 

: ig aee of the Arabs are 
geil armed with good double- 
barrelled French fowling piec- 
es, and. with good scimitars or 
knives —They are ever ready 
to attack an inferior, or even. 
an equal force, and fight for 
the sake of plunder. —1 hey at- 
tack the small towns in, the 
vicinity , fthe desert, on all 
sidés-—if successful, they put 
all, to the, sword, burn the 
towns and retire again. to the 
desert, with their, Spoil. . Such. 
is the wandeting Arab. of the 
great. Afncan, Desert, His 
hand. is } is against every, man, 
and consequently every man’s 
hand is against. him,”, | 
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REMARKS ON MATTHEW xvi. 19. 


April, 181s. 
Mr. Epitor, 

Smovtp you consider the 
following observations worthy 
of a place in“ The Christian 
Disciple” you will please to 
insert them. 

Matthew xvi. 19. And I 
will give unto thee the keys 
of the kingdom of heaven; and 
whatsoever thou shalt bind on 
earth shall be bound in heav- 
en; ahd whatsoever thou shalt 
loose on éarth shalt be loosed 
in heaven. 4 

By ‘the keys” we are un- 
‘ questionably here to under- 
stand the Christian dispensa- 
tion, the preaching of which 
was to be’ the means of intro- 
duting ‘men into the *king- 
dom of heaven,’ They are 
said to. be given to Peter in in 
particular’ as he Was to have 
charge of the Rock—he was to 
be ‘the first’ preacher of ‘the 
Gospel both to the Jews and 
Gentiles, and upon him Christ 
declared * ‘he’ ould, build his 
chureh. 

‘But the proper’ meaning of 
thé latter’ clause of’ the sen- 
tence under cohisidération * is 
not so obviots. o 

It tay refer to>  Avetctes of 


tle Jewish law, such a¥ ‘thése . 


concerning | circumcision and 


eating of meat, which aiticles 
che’ Apostles: shotild Have au-" 
thority’ to'awhul’; ot ‘to their o 


pope stiaey hilt thé thirch 
-—thei state ‘bod f tue tit os: 
pel, ma 


bound and who looséd accords 


ng known the Letins 
of Mabwdeloes and thereby Ge- 
termining ‘who  shotild’” be’ 


ing to their respective ¢ 


¢ ters, ats 


I think it not sesh adidesa hae 
all which I have mentioned 
thay be implied in the expres- 
sion, Yet on compating ‘the 
passage with one in’ St _ John 
with which I conceive ‘it''td be 
neafly parallel, T ath ‘of opin- 
ion that something more mast 
also have ‘beer ded * to 
justify the strength of the ex- 
pression ; and that the passage 
mays with some restriction: ; 
be understood in’ the’ litera? 
sense of that referred | ‘to in 
John, to wit, * wh se sins s0- 
ever ye remit, ‘they ave Teimit- 
ted to them 5 aid “whose'sths 
soe ver J: fetafti hey are ‘Fe- 
tained. 

“This intet vihactead wil} “not 
inake it neceysury te ‘suppose 
that the Aipéstles ‘had’ power to 
forgive or ‘retaiti ‘the'sins of 
évery mah, ‘not those ‘of "any 
particalar “persén df ' pérsons. 
Our Savioyr did not’ himself, 
feel ‘at’ Liberty °té” bestow his 


favours ‘upoh alt inehidePindin= 
atély,® but billy "a “eeredin 

persons and ‘upon® 
am pt My ol 


oi tions. “ The” “a 
doubtless to observe the same’ 
regulations, ” in “the féspeet 
which Christ “préseribed * to 
Himself.” eisai 
‘TL sheatd’ therdtbhe under: 
stalid by thtir tx pressions*tor 
only that thé Apostiés° were 
authorised ts ike Kiowh 
tet’ of Salvation; ane 
scribe rufe ba Tore gulatio 
of the Church & 
wére able “yls6, i 
ses at Teast, tédistriminate 
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betwecn those who. did.ar 
would, and those who. would 
not ‘acéept the gospel, afd 
that consequently they had 
power of making  particglar 
and definitive applications of 
its hlessings and of its denun- 
cidtions—-the latter of which 
I do not kngw but Anaaria 
and Sapphira are examples. 

-T hope, Mr Editor, if I am 
mistaken in my explaitition of 
the above passage of Scripture, 
that you will, have the:. good- 





Pociry. 


ness to explain.it to me, ior ag 
it respects religious truth 
am merely 
A COMMUN ENQUIRER: 
Noter—The above articie 


has been séveral months in our 
possession. We now give ity 


not as being perfectly satisfied 
with the exposition, but inthe 
hope that some correspondent 
will be induced to favour us 
with a critical examination of 
the important text. 


eae ee 


.. POETRY. 


MARCO THE AFRICAN. 


Tue following’ vérses ate 
founded. on .the. siary, of an 
English gentleman .and, lady. 
who were on their passage to 
the East Iiidies, in one of 'the 
vessels of an. English - ficet. 
For some. particular. reasons 
they left the vesse} and, went 
on board the Admiral’s ship; 
leaving two young chiidren in 
the care of a negto servant, 
who. was about 18 years of. age. 
In a violent. storm, the ship 
contaming the two children 
was fast sinking, when a ‘boat 
arrtved from. tlie — Admiral’s 
ship fer “their relief. The. 
crew eagerly. crowded to, the 


hoat—but the negro lad, And" 


ing there was’ ofly’ room” for 
hint alone, op the two ch ah 
generously put them on board). 
and remained.+himself.on. the 
wreck,:which with the “gener- 
6us boy was immediately in- 
gulphed tp the ocean : 


be sab Y hduy 0 


> 
3% 3 au 


' BY AW AMERICAN. |; 


TREMENDOvS howls the angry blast! | 


The boldest hearts with. terror 
.-«qvake ! 


High o’er the yeascl’s tottering mast 
The ‘liquid’ mountains fiercely 
break !: 
Each eye is fix’d'in wild despair, 
And death displays its terrors there. 


Wow plunging in the dread abyss, 
Thev’ pierce” the ‘bosom of the 
d’ep— 
Now rise where Vivid lizhtnings hiss, 
And’ séem ‘the murky clouds to 
sweep. 


‘Thro? the dark ‘waste, dread thunders 


, _ roll, * 
And biotrors chill the frigid soul! 


The stotm abates—but shatter’d sore, 
' ‘The leaky vessel drinks the’ brine : 
They seek in Vain Some friéhdly Shore, 
~ ‘Their’ Spirits sidk—their' ‘Hopes de- 


cline: 


Butilo! what joy succeeds their grief, . 


Kind Heaven grants the wishid re- 
bah pa daa gern 


See din the dédék youlie Manco stands: 


‘Two blooming cherubs by his side, 


‘Enthusted to his faithful hands ; , 


‘* A mother’s joy, a father’s pride ;” 
Tho? black. bis skin” as shades of 
~. tight.” nese 
His’ HEART ‘is’ ‘fair—Vis sovL “is 
~ white ! ; ; +} 
Each to the yaw! with, rapture fics, 
Except the noble, genctous boy ! 





i i Met Te” ses i at ee i he me 





* Go, lovely infants,—go,” he cried, 
** And give your anxious parents 
joy: 
No mother will for Marco weep, 
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“No sister kind my. fate shall 
mourn; > 

“No breast for ME, a sigh will. heave, 

‘* No bosom friend wait m¥ return! 





When fate entombs him in the He said, and sinking, the 
deep! happy shore 

: Where toil ‘and slavery vex his soul 
‘*‘ Long have ox kindred arene to no more. 34: 
grieve, ay? 

“IN TELLIGEN CE. 

—ee ' ty : 

REPORT ciety, bcneaas the, members ., were 


Of the Trustees of Plymouth, and 
Norfolk Bible Society, together 
with a brief account of the origin 
and progress of the Society. 

Tur Clergymen and others, in the 
@orthern sections of Plymouth and’ 
Norfolk Counties, being apprised of 
-the amazing charities of the British’ 
and Foreign Bible Society,. and of 
the. very re¢pectable efforts of the 
Massachusetts Bible _ Society, &c, 
were thereby. Jed particularly to en- 
quire into the deficiency of copies of 
the scriptures, in their respective So- 
cieties and vicinities, This deficien- 
cy was found to be so great, that it 
was thought expedient to. form an 
Association, whose, primary object, 
should be, to supply the destitute in 
their neighborhood, but which should 
also contemplate lending its aid to 
some larger institution, whose chari-- 
ties are more extended, whenever. 
the state of their funds should permit. 

According] at, a, meeting of the 

Bay Association, at Marsh ield, A- 


and adopted and signed hy 

Shaw, D, De eae ma 
Allyn. DD aco 
Norton, Werdmiat Ten 

B. Wee? Jacob Flint, choles 
Allen, Samuel Leane, . Mord Col- | 
man. A’ méefin, rd: Wise ap. 
pointed to be held af ahover rue 
the 2d Wedhicstay in ati 1816, 
the purpose ‘of ‘organizing the Cie 
ty. A very réspectable af umber of 
Clergy and Laymen, abbeared at the 
time and ‘place appointed, who be- 
came members and Chose’ their offi- 
cers for the year to commence Sept. 
1816. ‘They assumed the. name of 
the Plymouth and Norfolk Bible So- 


¥ol. VL No. Li. 


reported. by. the Rev. Jacob a 


By po Fs re cived of 34 
pril 24th, 1816, a Consti(ution. was. 


of Duxbury. 
By don atte t zaideith gl a 
abate: 


from several towns in each « ounty, 
and because this was th; only insti- 
tutidn of the kind in either. ~ ‘Time 
we hope, wil! extend usso widely, 
as fu iy f° o vindicate our name. The 
sum oney necessary to. be paid in 
order to become a member, was fixed 
at a low rate, in order to cpa * ape 
burdensome, and wit in the po 
a great proportion of the veal Met iy 
Art. 2d of the Constitution. ’ 
Every person paying annually to: 
the funds of the Society seventy five 
cents, shajl be rege ge pt 


unctiiel f thi 
i potiba tayeg aie Eociet vine 


dollars at any one’ ‘fit Be a 
methber for We, and taiet a > Tu 
ther assessment.: «| / 

Summary of the. Trea uper’s “ab 
count for Fis year ending pt, 1817. 

William Torrey, Treasuter “Of the: 
Plymouwt ah inf Nott Bible® Society: 
to “thie Trustee of said! vee vi 


bers for lite Ag ah Git 

ers for life a yee 

By bath ‘re 64 anpuél iciwen 6610. 
ante 


_ By oath of iNathianiot Ryda. 2 
for pafiosts gle “t ouls ss bO 


*By a denation frou | Acie ’ 


Colm 0 
By contribution ‘at. sdandeas Tey 


Sep dith o113. dgiw dotd /20'5Q". 


Hi WOJetpoaiint “Gobo ba 
* RED IO ods a 64 


During the came year there were 
distributed, THIMA WA YS 

Octavo bibles ee ee STO Ys 

“‘Duodecimodo. = © ©" 200 

Testaments ’ " @F0 
44 
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Report for the year ending Septem- 
ar ee ee 
The Trustees of the Plymouth and 
Norfolk Bible Society respectfully 
report, that during the past year, they 
have distributed, 


Octavo Bibles 33 
‘DPuodecimo do. 76 
Testaments 171 
These have all been distributed, 


ae Was done the former year, within 
the County of Plymouth, and a few 
towns in the north section of Norfolk. 

In seeking for chjects on whom to 
bestow your charity, we have gone 
to the cottages of the poor; we have 
enquired for destitute persons whose 
livelihood is ‘procured on the seas ; 
we have looked for servants in opu- 
lent families; and for the aged that 
they might be supplied with fair and 
legible copies. 

Of the first class we have found 
many. Perhaps in but few instances 
we have bestowed the Scriptures on 
persons in whom was a total inability. 
to procure them for themselves. But 
too generally we have found, that the 
Scriptures have not been prized suf- 
ficiently, to call forth an effort.— 
From our hands, however, they have 
been cheeffully and gratefully re- 
ceived. ‘To children they have been 
** as the dew upon the tender herb.” 

Of the second class a considerable 
number has been found, It is in- 
credible to one who has not inquired, 
how few copies of the Bible are on 
board our vessels. It is twortliy of at- 
tention. If the idea, that the ship is 
safer for having copies of the Divine 
Book on board, seem too supersti- 
tious to be entertained, at least it 
cam be well comprehended; that the 

ral influence of the Scriptures will 
tend indirectly to safety and pros- 


get be 
‘Of the third class we have found 
some to receive out charity. Fam- 
iltes too often permit servants to en- 
ter and Jeave their service, without 
being furnished with the Bible, or re- 
ceiving any intimation ‘that iit is ne- 
cessary to become acquainted with 
its contents.’ We' would pot be se- 
~yete, farther thab-a simple statement 
of the fact is severe. 
‘Of the fourth class, as may nature 
ally be supposed, fewer instances 
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have occurred. But in no instances 
have the receiver and the donor shar- 
ed so much pleasure. Aged persons 

to whom the common editions of the 

Bible were nearly or totally illegible, 

on receiving a large and fair copy, 

have cast their eyes upon it, and in- 

stantly raised them to heaven in grat- 

itude. It has filled their hearts with 

oY 5 it has revived the lamp of life ; 

as shed a light around them at 

evening time. 

For large copies however, there 
cannot be an extensive demand.— 
Nor indeed, will so great a deficiency 
of Bibles, mm our vicinity, soon be 
found again. A much less annual 
supply will serve. With this im- 
pression, the Society from this time 
propose to become auxiliary to the, 
American Bible Society, and have al- 
ready transmitted the sum of $100. 
We trust that those persons whose — 
aid we have a right to expect, will 
not withhold it, with the idea, that 
their exertions should be limited to a 
county ora district. To the fron- 
tiers and new settlements there is a 
Joud call for attention, as appears 
from reports of the American Bible 
Society. Liberal things only are 
worthy of liberal hearts. Extended 
views belong to the Christian, who 
should labour to promote his Mas- 
ter’s kingdom, and the conversion 
and salvation of the whole family of 
man. ; 

SAML. DEANE, Per Order. 


Summary of the Treasurer's ac- 
count for the 1 ending Sept. 181°. 
Wm. Torrey Treasurer, to the Trus- 

tees “ Dr. 
By balance due last settle’t. $74 67 
By cash received of members 77 32 
By donation received through 

the hands of Rev, Mr. Colman 8 37 
By do. do. of Rev. Dr. Sanger 11 00 
By ‘do. do. of Rey. Jacob Nor- 

ton 12 86 
By.do. froma friend transmitted 50 
By do. Rev. Jonas Perkins 25 00 


By do. do. of Rev. Dr. Allyn 35 
By cash received of the Trus- 
‘tere © | 12 15 


By contribution at Bridgewater 33 18 





: $258 55 
WM. TORREY, Treasurer. 















































With peculiar pleasure, we notice 
such donations as the following. 
By Miss Cushing’s school a 
Hingbam $4 00 
By Rey. Mr. Co!man’s scheol 300 
By the south school in Wey- 
mouth 1 92 
By small children in the central 
district Weymouth 2 06 
By the Reading Female Charit- 
able Society, Cohassett 11 00 
We also so fat anticipate the re- 
port for the ensuing year as to state, 
that at our present anniversary meet- 
ing at Duxbury after divine service, 
a collection was made by which the 
Society’s fands received the encour- 
aging additional sum of $121. 
S. DEANE. 
The Society has received the sub- 
scriptions at different times, of 147. 
persons who are recorded as mem- 
bers—vig. From Scituate 36; Hing- 
ham 30; Bridgewater 17 ; Pembroke 
13; Plymouth 12; Hanaver 9; 
Marshfield 9 ; Abmgton 7.; Duxbu- 
ry6; Weymouth 2; Cohassett2; 
ingsten 1; Carver 1; Rochester 1; 
Braintree 1.—147. Sree tee 
Officers for the year beginnihg Sept. 
1818. ie sah 9 
Hon. Joshua Thomas, President. _, 
Rey. Samuel Deane, Secrelary. 
William Torrey, Esq. Trégsurer. 


TUSICES. ..., . 


Rev. John Reed, D. D. 

Rey. John Allyn, D:D... 

Mr. Caleb Thaxter. 

Rev. Jacob Narton. 

John Winslow, Esq, 

ANNUAL REPORT oF THE “ FRAG- 
' MENT SOCIETY.” 

On the return of another anniver- 
sary, the M rs of the Fragment 
Society would beg leave to submit an 
abstract of their proceedings during 
the last year—being the sizth, since 
the organization of the Society. .. 
Amount of annual, subscrip-, .. . 

tions collected dusing..the ., .4 

last year ay 727,43, 
Balance on hand wks 26 &9 
Interest of the permanent fund 26.23 
Donations and life;Tickets for 

the permanent fand | 984600 
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Expenditures in the purchase 
of articles for clothing _. . 756.00 
Paid Mr. Hill for collecting _ 20.00 
Deposited in the Savings Bank 
or permanent fund 346 
Balance on hand 455 
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The permanent fund of the Socie- 
ty now amounts to $737 93--$150 of 
which is vested in 6 per cent. United 
States Stock. The remainder is de- 
posited in the Savings Bank. The 
Society would gratefully acknowl- 
edge seyeral liberal donations from 
friends ; consisting of hedding, cloth- 
ing, pieces of cotton, and: money ; 
amorg which, they..would notice a 
generous donation of six hundred 
yards of cotton, from the Hon. Israel 
Thorndike. : f 
About four hundred destitute fam- 


ilies haye been assisted by the distri-, 


bution of 1658 articles of. clothing. 


The Society have also contributed. 


much to the comfort of the sick, by 
loaning necessary articles. Exghty- 


seven families have been. assisted in. 


this way, by the loan of bedding, &c. 
—sixty-seven of whom. haye return- 


ed them.clean and in good order,: 


with many expressions of gratitude. 
Twenty families are now receiving 
the benefit of articles remaining on 
Joan, 

On_ reviewing the t year, we. 
find much i athe fr gratited to Him 
who has enabled: us to do so.much 
for the rehef of the poor and afflicted ; 


the aged and the infirm,;, the . widow . 


and the fatherless. 


The Directors have taken the uf- 


most precaution to ascertain the char- 
acter of thase who have solicited their, 


charity ;,.and such only as have been. 


found deserving, have received as- 
sistance,» 4 «.- . | 

Could those: who contribute to the 
support of the Fragment Societ 


, oncé witness the tear of lively joy a 


gratitude, and the sincere, . though 
simple expressions of thankfulness, 
awakened. by tek nenerensne 
the recipients it bounty, we. 
havebin hatin their hearts would be 
filled with gratitude to Him who has 
graciously made it their part to cpn< 
Jer, not to receive, this charity. °, 
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But while it will afford pleasure to 
the members of our Society, to be 
‘informed of the relief, which through 
. their munificence, we have been en- 
abled to extend to the suffering poor ; 
they <annot fail to unite with us in 
lamenting the removal of: one of its 
most liberal supporters, and with us 
pay a tribute of respect to the mem- 
ory. of the Rev. Dr. Matignon; in 
whose death, the Fragment Society 
sustains the loss of one of its most 
beneficent donors. 

In consideration of the increasing 
and pressing applications to the So- 
ciety for aid, and of the decease and 
removal of numbers of the subscri- 
bers and the consequent diminution 
of the funds, we would remind our 
friends, that unless exertions are madé 
to obtain bberal additions to the 
Treasury, many who are now looking 

- tous for relief, must inevitably suf- 
fer. ' 

Though we might excite your com- 
passion by presenting scenes.of sul- 
fering which often meet our eye, 
while discharging ovr duty as your 
almoners, yet we forbear. We foud- 
ly believe that you need no excite- 
ments of this nature. ‘* The poor ye 
have always with you,” says our 
i.crd, and surcly every benevolent 
heart can testify that “it is more 
blessed to give than to receive.”— 
Let us then do with our might what 
our hands find to do, trusting in Him 
who hath said, “* cast your bread up- 
on the waters and thou shalt find it 
after many days,” and rejoicing in 
the opportunity given us of following 
in some humble degree, the exam- 
ple of our Father in Heaven who 
“maketh the'sun to rise on the e- 
vil and on the, good, and sendeth 
rain on the just and on the unjast.” 

Subscriptions and Donations will 
be received at No. 90 Newbury- 
street, or at 17 Cornhill,--by° Miss 
Pierce, 22 1-2 Mariboro’-street, or 
the Secretary, Mason-street.  - 

Boston, Oct. 1818. 

| LETTER FROM EIMEO. 
Extracts ofa letter from Mr. W. El- 


lis, Missionary at Eimeo, to Rev. 
m 5 Gampbell. , .” 


> ty Eimeo, Aug. 23, 1817. 
ince.our arrival bere, God has 
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graciously favoured us with tolerable 
health. We have been busily em- 
ployed in endeavoring to meet the 
urgent calls of these people for books, 
and have printed 2300 spelling books, 
which, with the exception of those 
for the Leeward Islands, are already 
in circulation among the people, who 
received them with the liveliest emo- 
tions of joy. There is a call for dou- 
ble that number, did our papet allow 
us to print so many. People are 
daily coming from Taheite with bun- 
dles of letters (written on plantain 
Jeaves) for books, but we are obliged 
to refuse them. We are now engag- 
ed in preparing a catechism, of which 
we intend to print about 3000 copies ; 
after whith we think of beginning the 
Gospel of Luke. 

I beg your acceptance of a Tahi- 
tian spelling-book, as the first effort 
of the missionary press among the 
South Sea Islands. It contains the 
most general and useful words in the 
language, and the lessons are princi- 
pally translations of different parts of 
scripture. I trast God will abundant- 
ly bless brother Davies and Nott’s 
exertions in teaching these people to 
read, and rendering so much of the 
word into their language. Asa re- 
ward of their labours, they can look 
around, and see upwards of 5000 peo- 
ple reading in their own tongue the 
wonderful works of God. I trust 
the Lord will bless the distribution of 
books among them to the eternal sal- 
vation of many immortal souls, 

A great work is going on. There 
is no longer a partial profession of 
Christianity, but a general acknow!- 
edgement of Jehovah as the true God, 
and Jesus Christ as the only Saviour. 
Doubtless, with some it is but pro- - 
fession, but with many it is other- 
wise ; there ,is every reason to be- 
lieve they are become new creatures 
in Christ Jesus. .An ardent desire 
prevails among them, with the use of 


* every means in their power to in- 


crease their knowledge. Some of 
them have paid so much attention to 
their books (though containing up- 
wards:of 100 pages) as to be able to 
repeat them :from memory, from th 
begiuning te the end. 
There are about 67 places of wor- 
ship at Taheite, and 20 at Eimeo, be- 


























































sides those: that are. building. Their 

pornesers on every means 
of grace ‘voul t many congre 
Sone te England to the blush, and it 
would cause the hearts of many min- 
isters to reyoice were their hearers as 
punctual at their places in the house 
of God at the stated times of public 
worship. Very frequently the service 
commences before the usual time, in 
consequence of the house being full, 
and the people waiting. 

I desire to rejoice in haying enter- 
ed onthe work so soon in life, and 
trust my youth will afford me a facili- 
ty that | otherwise should not have 
had in acquiring the: language ; the 
study of which, with the labour of 
printmg, now eccupies my time and 
engages my attention. . 





SABBATH SCHOOLS. 

THESE promising institutions are 
rapidly multiplying in our country. 
The reports of the proficiency made 
in them are very: animating. .. Some 
extracts will be given from recent re- 
ports, 

From Newburyport. 

The number of scholars: who have, 
attended the school, has varied from. 
three hundred and fifty, to siz hun, 
dred and  fifly. The numbers 
of teachers usually employed is 
not far from sixty. Asa stimulus to 
excite the scholats to constant atten- 
tion, tickets for punctual attendance 
are given to them at every meeting, 
and these are redeemed from time to 
time, either with books, or with oth- 
er tickets, to which. a pecuniary val- 
ue is prefixed. Certificatesalso, pur- 
porting to be rewards of merit, are in 
some instances’ bestowed on those 
who are distinguished by extraordi- 
nary proficiency, and good behaviour. 
These latter to be redeemed hy some 
valuable token of approbation. 

From Paris, N. Y. 

The school] has been attended nine - 

Sabbaths. ‘Thirty-eight, too young 


to get their lessons by study, are able — 


ta rehearse the first catechism. — Six- 
ty-two are now in different stages of 
the Assembly’s Catechism, from the 
fore part of the commandments to the 
end. . Forty-four have committed the 
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throagh the Divine Songs to the stud 
of the Bible, Siege A 

One of the'scholars, after commit- 
ting the four first chapters of Genesis, 
and then ing at. the second 
cisoter of Matthew, has. rceited. 17 
chapters, making §70 verses. | An- 
other, commencing in the same man- 
ner, has proceeded .to »the. 12th 
chapter of Matthew ; making in the, 
whole’ 14 chapters, 426 versess A, 
number of others are in near adgance 
with this. : 


From Theiford, Vermont. ) 

‘SIn the compass of 20 weeks, 
there were 24 of the number that at- 
tended who committed to. memory 
from 1,000 to 1,600 and 1,800 verses 
each and three of them committed 
upwards of. 2,000. verses each ; and 
the sum total of verses recited-by the 
schelars was over one hundred and 
fifty five thousand.”’, Upwards’ of 


-430 scholars. attend the Sabbath 


schools in the several distriets of that 
town. : ) 

These schools. are established in 
many of the principal. towns. in: the 
Northern and Middle States. Their 
popularity is, ing,and should 


they. be prudently conducted, . the 


seed thus sown will produce:a plen- 
tifuj and glorious harvest, 

- AMERICAN, BIBLE SOCIETY. 

The number 6f Auxiliaries to’ this 
Nationa) Institution:ofiicially known, 
is one huddred and sixty seven.. Of 
these, there. is one insthe. state of. 
New-Hampshire, there: are, fourteen 
in Mass.ohusetts,; three in Vermont, 
nine. in| Connecticut, fifty seven in 
New-York, sixteem.in “New-Jersey, : 
fifteen. im P lvania,one in Dela-. 
ware, two in Maryland; one in- the 
District-of Columbia, fifteen in Vir- 
ginia, three in North Garelina,, five 
in South Carolina; three gap 
thirteen in Qhid, fowr°in Kenv-cky, 
two in. Tennessee, one : m-Louisiana, 


one in Missouri Territory,..and one in 
Michigan Territory. Forty of the 
above are. conducted by females. 


RHOPE-ISLAND» BIBLE: soclErTyY. 


Te fifth annual meeting of the 
Rhode Island Bible Society, was held 


whele. Twenty-two have advanced , in Providence, om the 3d of Sept. 
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. The 
The Board of Trustees, in their 
eommunication for the last year, rep-’ 
resented that their etree had — 

acipally occupied in providing for 
x wants of destitute in this 
State. To this the Board had been 
more particularly led, in nce 
of the original a Se of the Institution, 
and to prevent if possible, an appli- 
eation of any of its funds to any ob- 
ject contrary to the intentions of the 
donors. {it was therein stated, that 
Bibles and Testaments bad been for- 
warded and ited in most towns 
im the State, for distribution ; and 
that strong reasons were entertained 
for believing, that the wants of the 
poor in every town had been in some 
good measure supplied, either from 
this, or other Societies, in the ad- 
wining States. ing the past year, 

attention of the Board has been 
directed to the same object, with the 
hope of rendering it more effectual. 
Being deeply im with the con- 
viction, that so as both the ex- 
ertions and the pecuniary resources 
of the Institution were particularly 
devoted to the wants of our own cit- 
izens, no relaxation should ~ _ 
mitted, or expense spared, until wi 
truth it might be said, the. spiritual 
wants of the are supplied— 
some are known to inhabit the State, 
who have not in their possession the 
word of lite. » 

The: Trustees have, since the last 
annual meeting, purchased 656 Bi- 
bles, and 361 Testaments, which, ad- 
ded to those heretofore purchased, 
make an of 3088 Bibles and 
771 Testaments, of which 276 Bibles 
and 114: Testaments remain undis- 
tributed. 





| THY AMERICAN EDUCATION SOCIETY 
~Mer in Boston on Wednesday 
Sept.v6, and transacted their ordinary 
husiness with great unanimity. The 
annual sermon was delivered at the 
Old South Church, by the Reverend 
Dawren Dana, v. D. from Mat. v. 
13, 14, ‘* Ye are the salt of the earth, 
ye ate the light of the world.” A 
collection was then taken up, a- 


mounting to $240, 83, in aid of the ~ 
This institution “ ¢ism, confirmation, and the Lord's 


Society’s fands. 





following is an extract from 
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which has existed but about three 
years, has already assisted one hun- 
dred and forty-six young men in pre- - 
paring for the Gospel Ministry. 





‘ © LETTER FROM LIVERPOOL. 
Extract 


@ ietter to the Editor of 
the ristian Herald, from his 
' norres ‘at Liverpool, (En- 


dated Sth August, 1818. 

' “The Woedies’ Bible Society of 
Liverpool have paid into the Bank, 
after deducting their expenses, one 
thousand seven hundred and twenty 
pounds sterling, (upwards of seven 
thousand siz hundred doilars,) as the 
produce of a little more than six 
months; and they have more than 
eight thousand persons on their 
Books, as subscribers. In every 
place where Ladies’ Associations 
have been established, the resuit of 
their labours is astonishing. Associa- 
tions have recently been formed by 
Mr. Dudley, in our neighbourhood ; 
at Manchester and its vicinity 10 ; 
at Chester, Preston, St. Helens, 
Rochester, Isle of Man, Haddersfield, 
and Warrington. He is now busily 
employed in the South. If his life 
should be spared a few years longer,’ 
the effects of his labours in the es- 
tablishment of Ladies’ Bible Associa- 
tions, and in thus giving an impulse 
and a new direction to female be- 
rievolence, will almost change the 
character of the country.” 





ONEIDA INDIANS. 

' On Sunday, 13th Sept. the Right 
Rev. Bishop Hobart visited the One- 
ida Indians, forthe purpose of ad- 
m nistering the sacraments and ordi- 
nances of the church. On this oc- 
casion, the Morning Prayer was read 
in their own language by Mr. Eleazer 
Williams, a young man of Indian ex- 
traction, who’ has been regularly ed- 
ucated, and who is licensed by the 
Bishop as the religious instructer of 
the Indians. The Indians present, 
joined in the servicés with great so- 
emnity and devotion, and many of 
them repeated the responses. e 
were addressed at considerable length 
by the Bishop, Mr. Williams acting 
a8 interpreter; who also interpreted 
to them the various offices of ba 








sappet, which the Bishop administer- 
pd pee ‘-four children were meee 
ized, 89 Indians, persons 
adults, conkied ama 24 received 
the holy communion. None were 
confirmed but those who had been 
previously prepared by Mr. Williams; 

d among the nuwiber were several 
ef those called the second Christian 
party, who about two years since 
solemnly professed the Christian 
faith. is renunciation of Pagan- 
ism was the result of repeated and 
Jong continued conferences with Mr. 
Williams, on the evidences of Scrip- 
ture, and on the nature and the doc- 
trines and duties of Christianity. 

The place of worship being nearly 
filled by the Indians, the white peo- 
ple were necessarily excluded. But 
the few who were admitted were 
much impressed with the solemnity. 
The reverence and devotion with 
which the Indians jomed im the con- 
fessions, the supplications and praises 
of the Liturgy ; the solemn attention 
with which they listened. to the in- 
structions and exhortations of the 
Bishop ; the humility, and thankful- 
ness, evidenced by their prostration 
on their knees, and by. the tears 
which flowed down the cheeks of 
several of them, with which they de- 
voted themselves, in .the apostolic 
** laying on of hands,” to the God 
who made them, and the Saviour 
who shed his blood for them, power- 
fully interested the feelings of all 
present. ° 

The Oneidas amount .to above a 
thousand souls, and it must afford 
high pleasure to every benevolent 
mind, to hear that the labours of Mr. 
Willjams, under the authoiity of the 
Protcstant Episcopal Church, in, this 
State, for the spiritual improvement 
of his unfortunate countrymen, are 
thus attended with the divine. bless 
ing. We understand that the Bishop 
is fully satisfied with the piety, the 
prudence, and the laborious zeal of 
Mr. W. and witly bis other qualifica- 
tions for the instruction of his coun- 
irymen. gies 

In the afternoon of the same day, 
the Bishop officiated in ihe unfinish- 
ed church which is erecting for the 
Indians, to a large congregation of, 
white people, who were ngcessarily . 
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missioners for F Missions, have 
recently + a Mission to 
Jerusalem. . ee 


ernment, in which the of con- 
science are treated with respect, 

A letter from the : , Gen- 
eral of the lic of has 


can 

our citizens, where their honouranight 
not be better sustained by a refer- 
ence to the deliberate opinion of a 
few judicious and o.mien, than 
by an appeal to ly. combat.” 
They also “pledge -themselves to 
discountenance by all mears it their 
power stch meetings.” We’ bope 
they wili soon publish a similar tes- 
timony against public.war. © © © ° 

The baptist connection in the Unit~ 
ed States isin a flourishing ‘state, the 
number baptised the ding year 
is 12,270. The ¢ 2682, 
preachers 1859, members 190,000. 

The Methodist Missionary Socie- 
ties have S$ missionaries on foreigtt. 
stations, and. in the . West-Indies  a- 
lone have 18,933 members of their: 
communion. error’ tuart 

Two hundred seventy-five. dollars. 
have been :collected at «Portsmouth 
for the. aid of the Deaf and Dumb 
Asylum at Hartford. At an evening 
lecture at the second parish, Port- 
land, one hundred and seventy-four 
dollars were collected. , 
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A number of ladies of the Rev. 
Mr. Kendall’s parish in Plymouth, 
have presented their pastor with 30 
dollars, to constitate him a life = 
ber of the American Bible Society. 





_ ORDINATIO“,. 

The Rev. Francis W. P. Green- 
wood was* on Oct. 2ist, ordained 
as Pastor: of the New South Church 
pa im’ Boston, ‘The in- 

rayer was made by ‘the 
oe Mr. etm the Sermon pro- 
nounced by the Rev. President 
Kirkland ; Ordaining Prayer, by the 
Rev. Dr. Porter ; Charge, by the 
Revi Professor Ware ; Right Hand 
of Fellowship by the Rev. Mr. Chan- 
ning, and. concluding Prayer, by. the 
Rey. Mr.. Walker. 


The Rev. Alvan Lamson was or- E 


dained to the pastoral care of the 
first ~iv Dedham, on the 29th 
of Oct. Introductory Prayer by the 
Rev. Mr. Field of Weston—Sermon 
by Rev. Professor Ware, of Harvard 
University— Ordaining Prayer by 
Rev.’ Dr. Reed of Bridgewater— 
Charge by Rev, Mr. Palmer of Need- 
ham—Right hand of Fellowship by 
Rev. Mr. White of Dedham—Con- 
cluding Prayer by Rev. Mr. Gray of 
Roxbury. eS é ss 
Ia rea Mr. "Thomas Hil, mand 


76. 

In Peacham, Vt. August. ‘5th 
Mrs. Elizabeth Worcester, wife of 
Rev. LE. Wore 46. 

In Thetford, Vt. Mrs. Rhoda Bur- 
ton, wife of Rev. Dr. Burton, aged 
52.5. 

At Germantown, Penn. Rey. S. 
Blair, aged 77. 

_ In Watertowa, Rev. R. R. Eliot, 
ag ed 66. 

in St. Andrew’s, N. B. Rev. S. 
Andrew’ 82. 

In Andover, Hon. Thomas Kit- 
tred Woks 
a rorebanton, Hon. Joseph Howe, 


— és 
idge; William Person, 
meaditaea ise on Harvard 


stereo Col. Benjamin Flag, 


oe. 
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~ At» Hingham, Mrs. Lucy Blake, 
aged 79. 
At Bibeny, Mrs, Elizabeth Smith, 


- At Quincy, Madam Amcatt Av- 
Ams, the amiable consort of Presi- 
dent Adams, aged 74. 

In Newton, widow Sarah Thwing, 
aged 75. 

In Plympton, Miss Mary Hender- 
son, aged 16, and Miss Priscitla 
Cooper, 14, daughters of Capt. Sam- 
uel Virgin—much beloved and deep- 
ly lamented. 

“In Needham, Miss Mary, daughter 
of Enoch Fisk, Esq. aged 33. 

In Northampton, Mrs. Jane, relict 
of Elijah Hunt, Esq. aged 80. She 
was a daughter of Col. Gridley, of 
Stoughton, the celebrated artillerist 
and engineer. 

In Wiscasset, Me. Dr. Ivory Hov- 
ey, of South Berwick, aged 70, 

In Hallowell, David Sewall, Esq. 
aged 52. 

In Camden, Del. Hon. George 
Troitt, formerly Governor of Dela- 
ware. 

In Westbrook, Me. Mrs. Experi- 
ence Mores, aged 80. 

In New-York, Edward Halli, senr. 
in the 73d year of his age. 

In Brooklyn, N. Y. Mr. Cornehus 


Voris, aged'00. 


Like crowded forest«trees we stand, 

And some are mark’d to fall ; 

The axe will smite at Gods com- 
mand, 

And soon shal] smite us all. 


Read, ye thatrun ! the solemn truth 
With which I fill my page ; 

A Worm is in the Bud of Youth, - 

And at the Root of Age. 





Cowrer. 
CANDIDATES FOR THE MINISTRY. 
Thomas Tracy, Cambridge. 
Samuel Gilman, do. 
Joha Allyn, do. 
John A Shiw, do. 
P. Osgood, do. 
Andrew Bigelow, do. 
Seth Alden, do. 
Elisha Fuller, do, 
Jared Sparks, do. 


Jonathan P. . Dabne , salem. 
E. Q. Sewall, oncord. 


